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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE three MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply end will expire SIX {6} MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 ) 53 Responsive to communication(s) filed on Jan 31, 2001 

2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayfe, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 53 Claim(s) 7-70 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 



5)53 Claim (s) 1, 2, 4, 6-8, and 10 



6) 53 Claim(s) 3 and 5 

7) 53 Claim(s)5 

8) D Claims 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are a) □ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 !)□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) 53 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some* c)53 None of: 

1. 53 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
a)D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1) 53 Notice of References Cited (PT0-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PT0-413) Paper No(s). 

2) Q Notice of Draftspersons Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 
3 J □ Information Disclosure Statement (s) (PT0-1449) Paper No(s). 6) □ Other: 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 5 
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Art Unit: 2181 

1. Claims 1-10 are presented for examination. 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title 
is required that is clearly indicative of the invention to which 
the claims are directed. The examiner believes that the title of 
the invention is broad. A descriptive title indicative of the 
invention will help in proper indexing, classifying, searching, 
etc. See MPEP 606.01. 

3. The drawings filed on 1/31/01 are objected to by the 
examiner. All functional blocks of Figures 6-8 should have 
suitable descriptive legends. See 37 C.F.R. § 1.84(c). 

4. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for 
an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally 
limited to a single paragraph on a separate sheet within the 
range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not 
exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the 
abstract on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. 
The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such 
as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should 
describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in 
deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent 
text for details. 
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The language should be clear and concise and should not 
repeat information given in the title. It should avoid using 
phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention, " "The disclosure 
describes, " etc . 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it 
exceeds 150 words limit. Applicant should reduce the size of the 
abstract of the disclosure to 150 words. Furthermore, the words 
"means" and "said" should not be used in the amended abstract of 
the disclosure. 

5. The following guidelines illustrate the preferred layout and 
content for patent applications. These guidelines are suggested 
for the applicants use. 

Arrangement of the Specification 
The following order or arrangement is preferred in framing 
the specification and, except for the reference to the drawings, 
each of the lettered items should appear in upper case, without 
underling or bold type, as section headings. If no text follows 
the section heading, the phrase "Not Applicable" should follow 
the section heading: 

(a) Title of the Invention. 

(b) Cross-Ref erence to Related Applications. 
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© Statement Regarding Federally Sponsored Research or 
Development . 

(d) Reference to a "Sequence Listing, " a table, or a 
computer program listing appendix submitted on compact 
disc (see 37 CFR 1.52(e)(5)). 

(e) Background of the Invention. 

1. Field of the Invention. 

2. Description of the Related Art including 
information disclosed under 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. 

(f) Brief Summary of the Invention. 

(g) Brief Description of the Several Views of the 
Drawing (s) . 

(h) Detailed Description of the Invention. 

(I) Claim or Claims (commencing on a separate sheet), 
(j) Abstract of the Disclosure (commencing on a separate 

sheet) . 
( k) Drawings . 

(1) Sequence Listing, if on paper (see 37 CFR 1.821-1.825). 

Content of Specification 

(a) Title of the Invention : See 37 CFR 1.72(a) and MPEP § 606. 
The title of the invention should be placed at the top of 
the first page of the specification. It should be brief but 
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technically accurate and descriptive, preferably from two to 

seven words may not contain more than 500 characters, 
(b) Cross-References to Related Applications : See 37 CFR 1.78 

and MPEP § 201.11. 
© Statement Regarding Federally Sponsored Research and 

Development : See MPEP § 310. 

(d) Reference to a "Microfiche Appendix" : See 37CFR 1.96© and 
MPEP § 608.05, if the application was filed before March 1, 
2001. The total number of microfiche and the total number 
of frames should be specified. Reference to a "Sequence 
Listing," a table, or a computer program listing appendix 
submitted on compact disc and an incorporation by reference 
of the material on the compact disc. 

(e) Background of the Invention : See MPEP § 608.01(c). The 
specification should set forth the Background of the 
Invention in two parts: 

(1) Field of the Invention : A statement of the field of art 
to which the invention pertains. This statement may 
include a paraphrasing of the applicable U.S. patent 
classification definitions of the subject matter of the 
claimed invention. This item may also be titled 
"Technical Field." 
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(2) Description of the Related Art : A description of the 
related art known to the applicant and including, if 
applicable, references to specific related art and 
problems involved in the prior art which are solved by 
the applicant's invention. This item may also be 
titled "Background Art." 
(f) Brief Summary of the Invention : See MPEP § 608.01(d). A 

brief summary or general statement of the invention as set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.73. The summary is separate and distinct 
from the abstract and is directed toward the invention 
rather than the disclosure as a whole. The summary may 
point out the advantages of the invention or how it solves 
problems previously existent in the prior art (and 
preferably indicated in the Background of the Invention) . 
In chemical cases it should point out in general terms the 
utility of the invention. If possible, the nature and gist 
of the invention or the inventive concept should be set 
forth. Objects of the invention should be treated briefly 
and only to the extent that they contribute to an 
understanding of the invention. 
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(g) Brief Description of the Several Views of the Drawing (s) : 
See MPEP § 608.01(f). A reference to and brief description 
of the drawing (s) as set forth in 37 CFR 1.74. 

(h) Detailed Description of the Invention : See MPEP § 608.01(g). 
A description of the preferred embodiment ( s) of the 
invention as required in 37 CFR 1.71. The description 
should be as short and specific as is necessary to describe 
the invention adequately and accurately. Where elements or 
groups of elements, compounds, and processes, which are 
conventional and generally widely known in the field of the 
invention described and their exact nature or type is not 
necessary for an understanding and use of the invention by a 
person skilled in the art, they should not be described in 
detail. However, where particularly complicated subject 
matter is involved or where the elements, compounds, or 
processes may not be commonly or widely known in the field, 
the specification should refer to another patent or readily 
available publication which adequately describes the subject 
matter . 

(I) Claim or Claims : See 37 CFR 1.75 and MPEP § 608.01(m). The 
claim or claims must commence on separate sheet (37 CFR 
1.52(b)). Where a claim sets forth a plurality of elements 
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or steps, each element or step of the claim should be 
separated by a line indentation. There may be plural 
indentations to further segregate subcombinations or related 
steps. See 37 CFR 1.75 and MPEP § 608 . 01 (I) - (p) . 
(j) Abstract of the Disclosure : A brief narrative of the 

disclosure as a whole in a single paragraph of 150 words or 
less commencing on a separate sheet following the claims, 
(k) Drawings : See 37 CFR 1.81, 1.83-1.85, and MPEP § 608.02. 
(1) Sequence Listing, if on paper: See 37 CFR 1.821-1.825. 

Furthermore, the specification has not been checked to the 
extent necessary to determine the presence of all possible minor 
errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any 
errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 
6. Claim 9 is objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of 
improper dependent form for failing to further limit the subject 
matter of a previous claim. The claim recites " [a] data 
processing network comprising a plurality of computer systems as 
claimed in claim 8". However claim 8 does not claim "a plurality 
of computer systems" . Applicant is required to cancel the 
claim (s), or amend the claim (s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form. 
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7. Claims 3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The examiner notes the following 
ambiguities. However, all claims should be revised carefully to 
eliminate all grammatical errors and antecedent basis problems. 

As per claim 3, line 3, " said flows of data" lacks proper 
antecedent basis. 

As per claim 5, line 2, "the local bus, the transmission 
data channel, and the reception data channel" lack proper 
antecedent basis. 

8. Claims 1, 2, 4, 6-8 and 10 are allowable over the prior art 
on record. Claims 3 and 5 would be allowable if rewritten or 
amended to overcome the rejection (s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, set forth in this Office action. If applicants are 
aware of any prior art better than those cited, they are required 
to bring the prior art to the attention of the examiner. 

9. The following is an Examiner's Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance : 

The instant claimed invention is directed to a system and a 
method of communicating data to and from a node in a data 
processing network by using the combination of transmission 
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segmentation logic, a transmission processor, reception 
segmentation logic and a reception processor. The examiner has 
done a thorough search and found no prior art that teaches or 
fairly suggests, inter alia, the limitations such as 
"transmission segmentation logic supplies the transmission 
payload to the data transmission path and the transmission header 
to the transmission control path. A transmission processor in 
the transmission control path controls communication of data from 
the transmission payload to the network via the data transmission 
path in dependence on the transmission header" as claimed in 
independent claim 1 and corresponding independent method claim 

10. Dependent claims 2-8 further limit the subject matter of 
parent claim 1. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 
submitted in response to this office action. Such submissions 
should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance" . 

11. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is 
urged to consider the references. However, the references should 
be evaluated by what they suggest to one versed in the art, 
rather than by their specific disclosure. 
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12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Gopal C. 
Ray whose telephone number is (703) 305-9647. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Mark Rinehart, can be 
reached on (703) 305-4815. The fax phone numbers for this Group 
are (703) 746-7238 for "After-final", (703) 746-7239 "official" 
and (703) 746-7240 for "Non-of f icial/Draf t " . 

Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this 
application, other than those under 35 U.S.C. 132 or which 
otherwise require a signature, may be used by the applicant and 
should be addressed to [mark.rinehart@uspto.gov] . 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record 
in the application file. PTO employees do not engage in Internet 
communications where there exists a possibility that sensitive 
information could be identified or exchanged unless the record 
includes a properly signed express waiver of the confidentiality 
requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly set forth in 
the Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the Official 
Gazette of the Patent and Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1195 
OG 89. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application or proceeding should be directed to TC2100 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 



gqpalc.ray 
primary Examiner 

GROUP 2180 



